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Abstract: 

The Vienna World Conference on Human Rights in 1993 and the Declaration and Programme of Action 
adopted in the framework of the Conference may be considered as landmarks in the history of human 
rights. They fell in a period of fervent optimism surrounding human rights protection. Now, 30 years 
later, many argue that the landscape has changed. Challenges and backlash to human rights protection 
are omnipresent, up to a point that people invoke the “limits”1, “twilight”2 or “end-times of human 
rights”3, and ask “can human rights survive?”4. The talk explores the guidance which may still be found 
in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action to address these challenges. It explores the main 
take-aways of the 1993 Vienna Conference/Declaration thirty years on and argues that – next to the 
affirmed universality, indivisibility, interdependency and interrelatedness of all human rights – in 
particular the formation of a human rights culture, the “vernacularization of human rights within 
societies”5, seem important ways forward. In that respect, the “European Urban Charter III – Urban 
Living in the Era of Transformations” as adopted by the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the 
Council of Europe in October 2023 is discussed as good example at local level. 
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